Editorial: Triage is easy, said no triage nurse ever by Dippenaar, Enrico & Bruijns, Stevan
Triage	is	not	a	new	concept.	The	historic	principle	of	triage	is	associated	with	the	French	physician,	Baron	Dominique	Jean	Larrey,	who	served	as	Napoleon’s	Chief	Surgeon	after	joining	the	Army	of	the	Rhine
in	 1792.	 Larrey	 prioritised	 the	medical	 needs	 of	military	 casualties	 by	 using	 his	 own	 conceptual	 sorting	 system.	 This	 sorting	 system	was	 described	 in	 his	 report	 during	 the	 Russian	 campaign:	 “Those	who	are
































precise	 priority	 allocations	when	 applied	 by	 different	 emergency	 nurses.	 A	 valid	 triage	 system	 accurately	 determines	 the	 correct	 priority	when	 applied	 to	 varying	 patient	 presentations.	 There	 are	 no	 universal


















with	 the	 responsibility	 of	 providing	 triage.	 This	 important	 task	 in	modern	 times	 lie	with	 emergency	 nurses,	who	 use	 their	 triage	 training	 and	 experience	 to	manage	 the	 flow	 of	 patients	 through	 an	 emergency
department.
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